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Senator Ron JohnsonComprehensive Timeline

Timelines

TOC

TOC VegasPatriot

See Also @sorey’s Protocol

https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/services/files/215A3141-5E5B-4214-819B-A2A034EAE7E4
Vegas Patriot/Tools/Timeline of Events (Rev 2.0).pdf
Timelines/sorey Protocol of the last 3.5 minutes.pdf
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VegasPatriotV (See also @sorey’s 3D map.)
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Butler County Detail “Area of Operation”



VegasPatriotDrone & Satellite Footage
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Rough Country Gypsy News Outlets

DJI 86 Shot 1 Fox News

DJI 88 Shot 2 Associated Press

DJI 89 Shot 3 Columbia Dispatch

Clip 1 Reuters

Clip 2 Sky News (Day Of)

DJI 0112

DJI 0097 SB

Spa Guy

First Aerial

Initial Roof

Updated Roof

Content Creators

Paramount Tactical

Benny Johnson

Google Maps Icon - free download, PNG and vector

Icones Google earth, images Google Earth png et ico

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxCL7Mj2Xew
https://www.foxnews.com/video/6358853408112?msockid=12b6e3a538806b4e061cf1d939046add
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tsQJz977X4
https://apnews.com/video/shootings-pennsylvania-national-national-f5b0eb3702c845a3a353fc549da60e6f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIrtWo-0Xv0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7wgNvuFZxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VitSprCpkiQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x0QHKQ325mk&t=4s
https://news.sky.com/video/trump-shooting-gunman-identified-as-video-shows-body-and-rifle-on-roof-13177746
https://youtu.be/DnpP04_p1NQ?si=0m_PCivFPCo2weNV
https://youtu.be/JTL92W6WlHg?si=BkABP3xxX_Rego-U
https://youtu.be/fSMhYgvdeYY?si=SvgoisLoo3BjL_sH
https://youtu.be/euZXscg2mV0?si=NuABUngVKLsEIgQU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SEaebA741ds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tfe6462Pnsk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDz3OJUFIZ4
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Butler+Farm+Show+Inc./@40.855805,-79.9755239,587m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x88337d9afc83da3f:0x92ffe08b085eb97e!8m2!3d40.855805!4d-79.972949!16s%2Fg%2F1tghdst7?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MDkxMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://earth.google.com/web/@40.858808,-79.97133351,408.54304737a,60.17181187d,35y,125.96183727h,59.90198203t,359.99999989r/data=CgRCAggBOgMKATA


# Description  Act. Start

1 BWC2-122104 – 1
During Shooting

+0.12 18:08:48

2 BWC2-122104 – 2
At Greenhouses

+0.12 19:07:22

3 BWC2-122109
Calls Family – “Get Out”

-0.01 18:15:08

4 BWC2-122097
Guarding NW Tree Perimeter

-0.01 19:18:11

5 BWC2-122111 – 1
Spots Crooks Walking Roof

-0.01 18:04:10

6 BWC2-122111 – 2
Transports Witnesses

-0.01 18:58:50

7 M500-016197
Transports Witnesses

-0.01 18:58:20

8 BWC2-122125
Helps ESU Onto Shed & SS

-0.01 18:12:15

9 BWC2-122110 
Propped Up, Sees Crooks

-0.01 18:00:01

10 M500-010482
(Unit 5) Views Door 9

-0.01 18:06:35

11 BWC2-122117 -1
Why Weren’t We on Roof?

-0.01 18:21:54

12 BWC2-122117 -2
Interviews Witnesses (Dave)

-0.01 19:00:01

Beaver County ESU 1, 2 & 3
Rooftop, Richard Gianvito 

+1:39 18:25:16
18:47:30
19:06:33

1 2 43

5 6 87

9 10 1211Drives

Drew Blasko, Butler Twp 

Lt. M. Pearson, Butler Twp Lt. M. Pearson, Butler Twp 

Paul Kuss, Butler Twp Paul Kuss, Butler Twp 

 = Seconds ahead (+) or behind (-) actual time. 

Det. Tyler Collins, Butler Twp Det. Tyler Collins, Butler Twp 

Sgt. Tom Vensel, Butler Twp

VegasPatriotLEO (Bodycam) Videos
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(ID Pending) (ID Pending)

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?dl=0&e=14&rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&st=j34crhdz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?dl=0&e=15&preview=1302_202407131800_BWC2122104-0RATF.mp4&rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&st=j34crhdz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?dl=0&e=15&preview=1302_202407131907_BWC2122104-0_redacted_1.mp4&rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&st=j34crhdz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?dl=0&e=15&preview=1305_202407131815_BWC2122109-0.mp4&rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&st=j34crhdz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?dl=0&e=15&preview=1306_202407131918_BWC2122097-0.mp4&rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&st=j34crhdz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?dl=0&e=15&preview=1382_202407131800_BWC2122110-0RATF.mp4&rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&st=j34crhdz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?dl=0&e=15&preview=1382_202407131806_Unit5-0.mp4&rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&st=j34crhdz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?dl=0&e=15&preview=1383_202407131821_BWC2122117-0.mp4&rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&st=j34crhdz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?dl=0&e=15&preview=1383_202407131900_BWC2122117-0_redacted_1.mp4&rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&st=j34crhdz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?dl=0&e=15&preview=1340_202407131804_BWC2122111-0RATF.mp4&rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&st=j34crhdz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?dl=0&e=15&preview=1340_202407131858_BWC2122111-0_redacted_1.mp4&rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&st=j34crhdz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?dl=0&e=15&preview=1340_202407131858_Unit4-0.mp4&rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&st=j34crhdz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?dl=0&e=15&preview=1345_202407131812_BWC2122125-0.mp4&rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&st=j34crhdz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzus2Ilw-mg&rco=1


1st - Vendor Alley

2nd - Malis Dashcam

3rd - WTAE4

NTDAdvance Footage

RSBN (Full Day)

C3Pmeme

Rally Videos (1)

TOC

TOC VegasPatriot

PBS

Pre-Shooting Shooting (MSM)Sightings

Piper Grimley (Malis)

AP - He's on the Roof

M. DiFrischa (TMZ)

Shooting (Crowd)

5:28-6:06 pm

5:02 Extended Cut

6:18 pm Final Footage

Dave Stewart

Dropbox

ABC 7 Posr Shooting

(Go to Timeline 
entry for 5:56 pm)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_muAynjFLy0
https://newsinteractive.post-gazette.com/trump-butler-rally-security-timeline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xj6YhgdcHDs
https://www.youtube.com/live/rLLTmANI4rk?si=Xt6ytA3fSJ1gb5kH
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ZWNpG10LCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rr63RgGN-Yo&t=25852s
https://youtu.be/6m_W3iaAG50?si=BQN2ZE7v8FJfY7-H
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RgEu4Lzcts
https://www.youtube.com/@pipergrimley2930/videos
https://youtu.be/0Kcjh7SN6h8?si=TFcTrleoA9BLyAnB
https://www.tmz.com/2024/07/13/trump-rally-gunman-seen-opening-fire-shooting-gets-killed-new-video-clip/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-2VjZ4NeM0&t=694s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28lxF9LONGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_IB1uDQhwE&t=197s
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/k65nwmeqj5di0pd955skd/AN08uf-LWBWkrCjj7R7zT8M?dl=0&e=3&rlkey=sof7l8mqzawrj9k7qa848uprp&st=x37ozue0
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=abc+7+chicago+special+report+donald+trump+escorted+off+stage+after+possible+assassination&mid=01BD27EA80DDEACB5BB901BD27EA80DDEACB5BB9&FORM=VIRE


Rally Videos (2) VegasPatriot
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Dropbox

Storyful (1 Deceased)

Josh Drespling (2 Injured)

Storyful (Expanded)

Victims
Hospital

Ramming Gate

ragtagvagabond

Storyful (Bust Gate)

Other

Storyful (Shoes Thrown)

Law & Crime Compilation

Compilations

Daily Mail Compilation

GHI Synch w/ Tedesco

GHI Where were they?

Synchronized

GHI Hercules 1 Kill Shot

Jeffostrof Hercules 1

Jeffostrof Hercules 2 (16:12)

SS Counter-Snipers Spit 7201 Crowd Videos

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/k65nwmeqj5di0pd955skd/AN08uf-LWBWkrCjj7R7zT8M?dl=0&e=3&rlkey=sof7l8mqzawrj9k7qa848uprp&st=x37ozue0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3N6CV2owsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m93AlLWFBcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hsJEvW598E&t=265s
https://youtu.be/cCGvSZHamBM?si=UIEIdpYtESYROf_p
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnGP2lneH6o
https://youtu.be/-LxUqeoI4EI?si=Tm_twkMgxw4logYe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnGP2lneH6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4xjHC_2oC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O696aD_ssIk&t=1047s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iwMYoPP9Xk
https://rumble.com/v5d7ej9-gray-hughes-831-fine-tuned-synch-w-tedesco-who-pulled-himself-on-the-roof-d.html?e9s=src_v1_ucp
https://youtu.be/Wo7UqjDAf3Q?si=tVmGalzqBwn_tR6T
https://youtu.be/d4eX2bwxueU?si=Eyr0tRQHfPEYMWP3
https://youtu.be/r19kMYf49KQ?si=lPdw2M7Gmh0O5FPA
https://youtu.be/Z7PdhHC2zr0?si=Q61JpJXbBlqQgVOt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeKRe6_ktSs&t=113s


Media Interviews

GMA Beaver County ESU 

VegasPatriot

TOC

TOC

Jon Malis

Kurt

ABC Article

ABC Article

CNN - BeC DA Bible & Det. Young

CNN Article

NN BuC DA Goldinger

WFAA BuC Sheriff Slupe Butler Township Mgr. Knights

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6y350P_erk&t=93s
https://www.youtube.com/live/fawKM8hM6Qw?si=1kga6eE0UQLYqlD2
https://www.youtube.com/live/_HjmmJyZTGc?si=JhUGKiwD40NCzntO
https://abcnews.go.com/US/local-swat-team-blames-trump-assassination-attempt-lack/story?id=112352324
https://abcnews.go.com/US/local-swat-team-blames-trump-assassination-attempt-lack/story?id=112352324
https://youtu.be/Cabv9HHz8Dg?si=HRmIy9PTpdUpidY1
https://www.cnn.com/2024/08/10/politics/snipers-detail-breakdowns-trump-assassination-attempt-invs/index.html
https://youtu.be/E4HxUpkhJPQ?si=xeAVFt6OATz-YC4S
https://youtu.be/ewe_r_5ylNc?si=JzEVTPqlbqrf7C3s
https://youtu.be/uCPO7TGABIA?si=2bnkZLKTZLNQFPjX


Congressional Hearings VegasPatriot

TOC

TOC

Congr. Forum (Full Day)Senate: Rowe & Abbate

Opening Statement

House: SS Cheatle

(Starts at 15 min)

House: FBI Wray

Opening Statement

House: Paris & Yoes

9/26/2024 – Cong. Task Force

https://www.youtube.com/live/SHPL_Fv_LUU?si=9VlRbAOpmFzcWtGk
https://www.congress.gov/event/118th-congress/senate-event/336096
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/Testimony-Rowe-2024-07-30-REVISED.pdf
https://www.c-span.org/video/?537081-1/secret-service-director-testifies-attempted-assassination-donald-trump&live=#!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUr2QfREXvY
https://www.fbi.gov/news/speeches/director-wrays-opening-statement-to-the-house-judiciary-committee-072424
https://www.youtube.com/live/wocjihprbww?si=HHwYGpZG-keb7X15
https://www.youtube.com/live/9yjn09LMQP4?si=WSHwudhGE5BBSpOG


Press Conferences VegasPatriot

TOC

TOC

9/20/2024 - Rowe

7/13/2024 - FBI & PSP

Joint Agency FBI SS PSP

8/2/2024 - Rowe

https://www.c-span.org/video/?537531-1/acting-us-secret-service-director-briefing-president-trump-shooting
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tnAECfvTpI8
https://www.c-span.org/video/?538581-1/secret-service-update-trump-assassination-attempt-pennsylvania


Date Source Document Description Link

7/30/2024 Sen. Johnson Release of Timeline LE Tracking Shooter (Press Release) LINK

7/21/2024 Sen. Johnson Preliminary Findings (Press Release) LINK

7/24/2024 Sen. Johnson Preliminary Findings LINK

7/29/2024 Sen. Grassley Butler & Beaver County  Detail, AAR, and Texts LINK

8/15/2024 Rep. Higgins Preliminary Investigation Report -- Casings LINK

8/16/2024 Judicial Watch Released Bodycams &  Sgt. Lenz Emails LINK

9/5/2025 Shared File Unredacted POTUS After Action Beaver County LINK

9/16/2024 Sen. Hawley Whistleblower Report LINK

9/17/2024 Just the News Sen. Grassley Letter to FBI Acting Director Rowe LINK

9/20/2024 USSS Mission Assurance Report Summary LINK

9/25/2024 USSS-HSGAC Examination of U.S. Secret Service Planning and Security 
Failures Related to the July 13, 2024 Assassination 
Attempt (Interim Joint Report)

LINK

9/25/2024 HSGAC Peters, Paul, Blumenthal And Johnson Release Bipartisan 
Report Examining U.S. Secret Service Security Failures 
And Assassination Attempt On Former President Trump

LINK

VegasPatriotDocuments & Updates

TOC

TOC

FBI Butler Investigation Updates

FBI Evidence Photos

https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/2024/7/sen-johnson-releases-timeline-of-law-enforcement-tracking-trump-shooter-on-july-13-2024
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/services/files/215A3141-5E5B-4214-819B-A2A034EAE7E4
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/2024/7/sen-johnson-releases-preliminary-findings-on-review-of-july-13-2024-assassination-attempt-on-former-president-trump
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/services/files/4E6577F1-8AD2-4CB9-9FC7-5896C27A9647
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/services/files/081933E3-0688-4BA8-B3C5-8417716FF520
https://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/news-releases/grassley-oversight-unveils-most-detailed-picture-yet-of-trump-assassination-attempt
https://clayhiggins.house.gov/2024/08/15/higgins-releases-preliminary-investigative-report/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/z2q10wfcgbmu6gp0knctb/AF1pe9N3t5qmxD9DrTbGy3M?rlkey=fdgi2c93cpooyh8q453rc8fxs&e=5&st=j34crhdz&dl=0
https://www.judicialwatch.org/documents/butler-county-da-production/
https://www.judicialwatch.org/documents/butler-county-da-production/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yc3hooAbuVntlY5tj6Imx3kAUggzdm6E/view
https://www.hawley.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Hawley-Whistleblower-Report-re-USSS-Failures-2024-09-16.pdf
https://justthenews.com/sites/default/files/2024-09/grassley_to_secret_service_-_follow_up.pdf
https://www.secretservice.gov/sites/default/files/reports/2024-09/FOR-RELEASE-U.S-Secret-Service-July-13-Mission-Assurance-Report-Summary.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/USSS-HSGAC-Interim-Report.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/media/dems/peters-paul-blumenthal-and-johnson-release-bipartisan-report-examining-u-s-secret-service-security-failures-and-assassination-attempt-on-former-president-trump/
https://www.fbi.gov/news/press-releases/butler-investigation-updates
https://www.fbi.gov/news/press-releases/butler-investigation-photos


VegasPatriotNews Articles (1)
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# Date Source Headline/Title Link

1 7/14/2024 CNN How the assassination attempt on Trump unfolded LINK

2 7/15/2024 USA Today Police present outside home of Trump shooter, Thomas Crooks LINK

3 7/15/2024 CNN A shooting range, a gun store, and a ladder purchase: Tracking the Trump rally gunman’s movements 
leading up to his attack

LINK

4 7/17/2024 NYP Secret Service was warned about, ID’d Thomas Crooks as a ‘threat’ 10 minutes before Trump took stage 
— but let ex-president go on anyway

LINK

5 7/24/2024 WPXI-TV Butler DA responds to state police commissioner testimony in hearing on Trump assassination attempt LINK

6 7/24/2024 Beaver 
Countian

County Officer Warned Of Seeing Man With Rangefinder Before Trump Was Shot LINK

7 7/29/2024 ABC Local SWAT team blames Trump assassination attempt on lack of planning, communication LINK

8 7/30/2024 TRIB Live ‘A failure on multiple levels': Records reveal security lapses at Trump rally LINK

9 8/1/2024 TRIB Live Goldinger: Agency left ‘on their own’ without communication during Trump rally LINK

10 8/3/2024 WP ‘We lost sight of him’: Radio traffic shows failed search for Trump rally shooter LINK

11 8/10/2024 CNN ‘Could it have been avoided?’ Local cops detail breakdown in efforts to stop Trump’s would-be assassin LINK

12 8/12/2024 RCP Dissension, ‘Toxicity’ Plagued Trump’s Secret Service Detail Before Assassination Attempt LINK

13 8/12/2024 Zero Hedge Sex, Suicide, And Terrible OpSec: Trump's Secret Service Detail Is A Mess LINK

14 8/14/2024 US News Secret Service failed to ensure safeguards were in place at Trump’s Pa. rally that could have blocked 
shooter’s view: report

LINK

https://edition.cnn.com/2024/07/14/politics/what-happened-trump-assassination-attempt/index.html
https://www.usatoday.com/picture-gallery/news/nation/2024/07/15/police-present-outside-home-of-trump-shooter-thomas-crooks/74406259007/
https://www.usatoday.com/picture-gallery/news/nation/2024/07/15/police-present-outside-home-of-trump-shooter-thomas-crooks/74406259007/
https://nypost.com/2024/07/17/us-news/secret-service-identified-thomas-crooks-as-a-threat-10-minutes-before-trump-took-stage-but-let-him-go-on-anyway/
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/butler-da-responds-state-police-commissioner-testimony-hearing-trump-assassination-attempt/BZRMVPBACZHJZBASM75PBXHHJU/
https://beavercountian.com/content/daily/beaver-county-officer-warned-of-seeing-man-with-rangefinder-before-trump-was-shot
https://abcnews.go.com/US/local-swat-team-blames-trump-assassination-attempt-lack/story?id=112352324
https://triblive.com/local/regional/a-failure-on-multiple-levels-records-reveal-security-lapses-at-trump-rally/
https://triblive.com/local/regional/goldinger-agency-left-on-their-own-without-communication-during-trump-rally/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2024/08/03/trump-rally-police-radio-transmissions/
https://www.cnn.com/2024/08/10/politics/snipers-detail-breakdowns-trump-assassination-attempt-invs/index.html
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2024/08/12/dissension_toxicity_plagued_trumps_secret_service_detail_before_assassination_attempt.html
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2024/08/12/dissension_toxicity_plagued_trumps_secret_service_detail_before_assassination_attempt.html
https://nypost.com/2024/09/14/us-news/secret-service-failed-to-ensure-safeguards-were-in-place-at-trumps-pa-rally-that-could-have-blocked-shooters-view-report/


VegasPatriotNews Articles (2)
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# Date Source Headline/Title Link

15 9/13/2024 WP Secret Service probe details failures before Trump rally shooting (Archived) LINK

16 9/18/2024 NYT How the Secret Service Missed Chances to Halt a Tragedy at a Trump Rally (Archived) LINK

https://web.archive.org/web/20240914011602/https:/www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2024/09/13/trump-shooting-secret-service-failures/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240918173136/https:/www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/us/politics/trump-rally-secret-service.html/


Confirmation Bias: The unwitting tendency to seek out evidence that supports a pre-conceived belief, and minimize 
or downplay evidence inconsistent with that belief. 

Cognitive Dissonance: Individuals experience discomfort or tension due to contradictory beliefs or attitudes. When 
confronted with new information that challenges their existing beliefs, people may instinctively reject the new 
information to reduce psychological discomfort.

Overconfidence Bias: Individuals believing that their knowledge or beliefs are superior to new information presented 
to them. This bias can lead people to dismiss new information as incorrect or misguided without fully considering its 
validity.

Belief Persistence: Even when presented with evidence that contradicts their beliefs, individuals may continue to 
hold onto their existing beliefs despite being presented with contradictory evidence, often because their beliefs are 
deeply ingrained or emotionally charged.

Focusing Effect: The tendency to place too much importance on one aspect of an incident or event. There are 
typically multiple contributing factors, which are often dependent on each other, and investigators need to uncover 
and consider all possible factors.

Psychological Factors To Keep In Mind While Investigating

VegasPatriotInvestigator Biases
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“To err is human, but to persevere in error is only the act 

of a fool.”
Marcus Tullius Cicero



Psychological Factors To Keep In Mind While Investigating

The Time Factor – Memory fades. The longer the delay between witnessing an event and recalling it, the more a 
person forgets, especially the finer details of the event.

Post-Event Information - A witness may have learned new information since first observing or describing an 
incident, which during later testimony is believed to be and is presented as knowledge he or she had at the time of 
the incident.

Recall (Reporting) Bias - A bias which occurs when the way a witness answers a question is affected not just by the 
what actually occurred, but also by the witness's prior memories, which can get associated with the recent incident. 

Perception Factor - The witness viewed the incident in poor light, at night, against back lighting, from a great 
distance, in the fog, or very briefly, and thus had limited or impaired perception.

Attention Factor - Distractors that draw attention away from the incident, doing something else at the time, many 
people being present, or distractive noise, causes information to be missed.

Unfamiliarity Factor - Unexpected events or unfamiliar circumstances limit the mind’s ability to absorb all of the 
information associated with the event. Expected events or familiar circumstances are already in our memory, and 
require less bandwidth to absorb the new information.

VegasPatriotFallibility of Human Memory
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